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advantage over the philosopher of being able to make the starting point of 
his study a body of exact knowledge. The problem, as the scientist-philoso- 
pher would state it, then, is this: are there any analogies in the inorganic or 
organic subhuman world, as science knows it, which would form presumptive 
grounds for the belief in immortality of man? 

The continued existence of material configurations, which is the immor- 
tality from the point of view of science, is a very rarely observed phenomenon 
in inorganic nature. In the organic realm, i. e., in that realm in which the 
germinative protoplasma constitutes the basis of life, the phenomenon is com- 
mon. This phenomenon is to be attributed to the peculiar qualities of rejuve- 
nation or le pouvoir d'amorce of the protoplasma. The quality is an inherent 
capacity of the protoplasma to "draw from ambiant conditions new elements 
whereby to replace the old and used-up ones." The pouvoir d'amorce is 
not, however, unconditioned: it is conditioned rather upon the capacity of 
organic forms to "orient themselves in the sense of evolution." Now man 
being a part of nature, and whatever future life there may be being also a part 
of nature, the same law of rejuvenation must hold good about man and must 
therefore attest to his immortality. But cannot human immortality, like 
animal, consist in mere terrestrial recreation? This is made impossible by 
the relation of nervous and vital energies: the former grows at the expense of 
the latter and, if the process is allowed to go far enough, there will come a 
moment in the development of the human protoplasma in which the reduced 
vital energy will no longer be able to support the highly developed nervous 
energy; a dis-equilibrium and a final collapse of the human being are thus 
bound to come. The increasing cases of nervous malady, the ever growing 
use of tobacco and intoxicants bespeak the death of the human protoplasma. 
The inherent inability, and contradiction in the law of the protoplasma leads 
one strongly to infer that man lives beyond the grave, unless, of course, one 
chooses to limit the law of re-creation to the terrestrial sphere. M. Sabatier 
believes in the existence of a "psychos" permeating the universe and in the 
existence of a psychic protoplasma of which the material protoplasma is the 
form and also the organ of accumulation of the "psychos." But this in no 
way changes his purely naturalistic arguments for immortality. He also 
incidentally treats the reader to a theory of art of his own, according to which 
art is an unilateral activity whereby the "psychos" is, at first, concentrated 
into plastic forms and is then gradually absolved. 

George Getchev. 

Benedicti De Spinoza Opera Quotquot Reperta Sunt. Edited by J. Van Vloten 
and J. P. N. Land. Third Edition. Four volumes. — pp. I, x, 273; II, 
331; III, 247; IV, VIII, 249. The Hague, Martin Nijhoff, 1914. 
This edition, like the second which appeared in 1895, is in substance a re- 
print of the first, 1882-83, except for the omission of the Hebrew grammar. 
The change is in mechanical details. There are four small volumes instead of 
the three small ones of the second edition, or the two large ones of the first. 
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The first volume contains the Ethics and Improvement of the Understanding, 
the second, the Political and the Theologico-Political Treatise, the third, the 
letters, and the fourth, the Short Treatise, the version of Descartes, and the 
Treatise on the Rainbow. The large black print and the handiness of the vol- 
umes make this the most convenient edition of this very important work. 

Katherine Everett Gilbert. 

The following books also have been received: 
History of European Thought in the Nineteenth Century. Vol. IV. By John 

Theodore Merz. Edinburgh and London, William Blackwood and Sons, 

1914— pp. xii, 825. 
Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, 1913-1914. N. S., Vol. XIV. London, 

Williams and Norgate, 1914. — pp. 438. 
Genetic Theory of Reality. By James Mark Baldwin, New York and 

London, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1915. — pp. ix, 355. $2.00. 
Psychology, General and Applied. By Hugo MCnsterberg. New York and 

London, D. Appleton and Company, 1914. — pp. xiv, 487. 
A History of Psychology. By Otto Klemm. Translated by Emil Carl 

Wilm and Rudolf Pintner. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1914. — 

pp. xiv, 380. 
Introduction to the Science of Ethics. By Theodore DeLaguna. New York, 

The Macmillan Company, 1914. — pp. vi, 414. 
The Principle of Individuality in the Philosophy of Thomas Hill Green. By 

Harvey Gates Townsend. Cornell Studies in Philosophy, No. 10. New 

York, Longmans, Green, and Co., 1914. — pp. v, 90. 
Readings in Political Philosophy. By Francis William Coker. New York, 

The Macmillan Company, 1914. — pp. xv, 573. 
Fundamental Sources of Efficiency. By Fletcher Durell. Philadelphia, 

J. B. Lippincott Company, 1914. — pp. 364. $2.50 net. 
The Modern City and Its Problems. By Frederic C. Howe. New York, 

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915. — pp. vii, 390. $1.50 net. 
L 'intelligence sympathique. Par Gudmundur Finnbogason. Traduit par 

Andre Courmont. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1913. — pp. 239. 
Studi Vichiani. Giovanni Gentile. Messina, Guiseppe Principato, 1915. 
—pp. 458. 



